
Newsletter 94 BIG Little Science Centre October 2007

Sam Inouye enjoys an “Off of Body” experience at the BIG Little Science Centre.
Credits on Page 6

FrankenScience Open House

Saturday October 27 11 AM to 4 PM!

Westsyde Elementary School PAC makes a Major

Donation to the BIG Little Science Centre…Page 3
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Volunteers Needed for OPEN HOUSE!
With hundreds of visitors expected between 11:00 AM and 4:00 PM on Saturday October 27, we need help to keep
things running smoothly. The display rooms can be very crowded, and we need adults and mature students to 'keep an eye'
on displays and help show younger visitors how to properly use the 'hands-on' items. (Many visitors are too young to read
the instructions.) If you can volunteer to stay in one area for an hour or so, we really could use as much help as possible.
We hope you will also take time to see the three shows and the haunted house, and visit the two 'hands-on' rooms just for
the fun of it. Phone Gord Stewart at 554-2572 if you can help. Alternatively, just show up on Saturday morning, and
we'll give you a task to perform. Thank you!

This Newsletter is a
publication of the

BIG Little Science Centre Society
Box 882 Station Main
Kamloops BC V2C 5M8

Location
Bert Edwards Science and

Technology School
711 Windsor Avenue,
Kamloops, BC V2B 2B7

Executive Director
Gord Stewart

Phone (250) 554 2572
or (250) 554 BLSC

E-Mail: gord@blscs.org

Website
http://blscs.org

Newsletter Editor
Gordon R. Gore

Home: 962 Sycamore Drive
Kamloops, BC V2B 6S2
Phone: (250) 579 5722
Fax: (250) 579 2302

E-mail: grgore@telus.net

Over 37,000 visitors have
enjoyed the

BIG Little Science Centre!

Thank You!
Thank you, Tracy Schmidt (Kamloops ePublishing) for
creating an exciting promotional display for the BIG

Little Science Centre. We love it!
Visit http://www.kamloopsepublishing.com/

Thanks to the following stores for donations to decorate
the ‘Haunted House’ at our Open House:
Wal-Mart, Costco and Michaels.

Thanks to Bridgeport Carpets for donating carpet for
a new display.

Drake Tomlin of Dufferin Elementary makes faces at the
Carnival Mirror. Photo by Rhonda Tomlin

Geneology Search Bad news! I tried unsuccessfully to find my
family roots. It turns out that my family tree was hit with pine
beetle kill. GRG
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Westsyde Elementary Parent Advisory Council Makes a Very

Generous Donation to the BIG Little Science Centre!

What’s Ahead at the BIG Little Science Centre?

Open House Saturday October 27 from 11 AM to 4 PM

BLSC Annual General Meeting (AGM)
Thursday November 15th 2007.

Please plan to be there. All members are welcome to attend.
Election of Directors and a new President.

Pro-D Science Day Camps for Kids
December 3 2007 (TBA)

January 21 2008 (TBA)

May 5 2008 (TBA)

Teacher In-Service Offerings February 22 2008 (More Details Later)

Workshop #1: Hands-on Activities for Light and Colour Looking for ideas for teaching Light

and Colour? This very ‘hands-on’ session features about 20 stations where you can try out

activities that you can use with your own students. (Primary or Middle School) Gordon Gore

Workshop #2: “Matter” Adele Stapleton has many neat ‘hands-on’ ideas for teaching primary

kids about Matter. Adele Stapleton

October 11 2007: Westsyde Elementary School’s PAC
donated a major sum of money to the BIG Little Science
Centre. Westsyde Elementary has been closed for over a
year now, and their PAC decided to donate their remaining
bank balance to our non-profit society.

As a token of our sincere appreciation, we have
named our number one ‘Hands-on Room’ The Westsyde
Room.

We hope to see many Westsyde students visiting the
BIG Little Science Centre so they can benefit from the
Contribution made by the WES PAC.

Thank you, Westsyde Elementary School PAC!
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LLetters to the Editor
FFrom Dufferin Elementary Grade 2

NNora Butlers’s Class
OOctober 2007
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Science Fun for Your Family
“Lightning from Lifesavers��”
Idea Suggested by Adele Stapleton

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3

When the sugar crystal in the candy is fractured, positive and negative charges are separated, and a voltage develops.
Electrons may jump across a break in the crystal and collide with nitrogen atoms in the air. The nitrogen atoms give off
light, some of it blue but most of it in the ultraviolet part of the spectrum. You cannot see the ultraviolet, but there is a
chemical in the WintOGreen� lifesaver called methyl salicylate (oil of wintergreen), which is fluorescent. The methyl
salicylate absorbs high-energy ultraviolet light and emits lower energy blue light. Most of the blue light you see when you
fracture the WintOGreen� candy is due to the fluorescence of the methyl salicylate. (In Figure 3 above, some
WintOGreen� candies are illuminated by an ultraviolet light.)

For more information, here are two excellent sites you might wish to visit:

http://recipes.howstuffworks.com/question505.htm
http://chemistry.about.com/cs/howthingswork/a/aa060601a.htm

Try This!

Some hard sugar candies, when fractured, give
off light! Triboluminescence is light
produced when two pieces of material rub
together. The word comes the Greek word
tribein, which means ‘to rub’, and the Latin
word lumen, which means ‘light’.

WintOGreen� Lifesaver� candies
give off light when they are fractured. We
don’t recommend risking damage to your
teeth, so try this instead:

(1) Find a very dark room. Allow your eyes a
few minutes to get used to the dark.

(2) Place aWintOGreen Lifesaver� between
the jaws of a pair of pliers.

(3) Crush the Lifesaver�! Watch for a pale
blue flash of light.

You have just seen ‘lightning’ from a
WintOGreen Lifesaver��!
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Clayton Derkson (in Mrs. Ramsay’s Class)
assists Gordon Gore with a science
demonstration. A leaf blower and Bernoulli’s
Principle are used to show ‘how to get toilet
paper to an elephant’. This demonstration
was suggested to me originally by Peter
Hopkinson of Vancouver Community
College.

This hilarious demonstration was part
of the BIG Little Science Centre’s
contribution to the official opening of Bert
Edwards Science and Technology School.

Photo contributed by

Murray Mitchell of the Daily News.

Anti-Gravity Mirror?

Right: Ken Schroeder demonstrates
‘levitation’ using the ’Anti-Gravity mirror’
he constructed for the BIG Little Science
Centre. Ken is a retired chemistry and
science teacher, who contributes many
hours to the Centre as a volunteer. The
mirror was donated by another volunteer,
Adele Stapleton.

Cover Photo

Sam Inouye is in Grade 7 at B.E.S.T.
School. The display is modeled after the
“Talking Head” in Julien Clinton Sprott’s
book, titled Physics Demonstrations: A
Sourcebook for Teachers of Physics.

Thanks to Director Eric Wiebe,
who constructed the special table for this
display. Bridgeport Carpets kindly
donated the flooring material.
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October 12 2007

Larry Read taped several

BIG Little Science Centre

features for the MIDDAY

SHOW on CFJC TV 7.

Above: Gord Stewart and

Larry Read watch Nick

Anderson set up the now-

famous Mentos and Soda

experiment. This time we

used Steve Spangler’s

Geyser Tube� to obtain a

fountain about 10 m high.

Left: Nick has wisely backed

out of the photo, so as not to

be soaked. (Nick is in Grade

7 at B.E.S.T. School.)

The short features can be

seen approximately weekly on

the MIDDAY SHOW on

CFJC TV 7.

Photos: Gordon R. Gore


